GEOGRAPHIC SKILLS

	SKILL
	4TH GRADE
	8TH GRADE
	12TH GRADE

	Asks Geographic Questions
	Asks geographic questions

· Where is it located?

· Why is it there?

· What is significant about its location?

· How is its location related to the locations of other people, places, and environments?
	Identifies geographic issues


	Plans and organizes a geographic research project

· Specifies problem

· Poses a research question or hypothesis

· Identifies data sources



	
	
	Defines geographic problems
	

	
	
	Poses geographic questions
	

	
	
	Plans how to answer geographic questions
	

	
	Distinguish between geographic and nongeographic questions.
	
	

	Acquires Geographic Information
	Locates, gathers, and processes information from a variety of primary and secondary sources including maps
	Use a variety of research skills to locate and collect geographic data
	Systematically locates and gathers geographic information from a variety of primary and secondary sources

	
	Makes and records observations about the physical and human characteristics of places
	Use maps to collect and/or compile geographic information
	Systematically assesses the value and use of geographic information

	
	
	Systematically observe the physical and human characteristics of places on the basis of fieldwork
	

	Organizes Geographic Information


	Prepare maps to display geographic information
	Prepares various forms of maps as a means of organizing  geographic information
	Selects and designs appropriate forms of maps to organize geographic information

	
	Construct graphs, tables, and diagrams to display geographic information
	Prepare various forms of graphs to organize and display geographic information
	Selects and designs appropriate forms of graphs, diagrams, tables, and charts to organize geographic information

	
	
	Prepare various forms of diagrams, tables, and charts to organize and display geographic information
	Uses of variety of media to develop and organize integrated summaries of geographic information

	
	
	Integrate various types of materials to organize geographic information
	

	Analyzes

Geographic Information
	Uses maps to observe and interpret geographic relationships
	Interpret information obtained  from maps, aerial photographs, satellite-produced images, and geographic information systems
	Uses quantitative methods of analysis to interpret geographic information

	
	Use tables and graphs to observe and interpret geographic trends and relationships
	Uses statistics and other quantitative techniques to evaluate geographic information
	Makes inferences and draws conclusions from maps and geographic representations

	
	Use texts, photographs, and documents to observe and interpret geographic trends and relationships
	Interpret and synthesize information obtained from a variety of sources—graphs, charts, tables, diagrams, texts, photographs, documents, interviews
	Uses the processes of analysis, synthesis, evaluation, and explanation to interpret geographic information from a variety of sources

	
	Use simple mathematics to analyze geographic data
	
	

	Answers

Geographic

Questions
	Present geographic information in the form of both oral and written reports accompanied by maps and graphics
	Develops and presents combinations of geographic information to answer geographic questions
	Formulates valid generalizations from the results of various kinds of geographic inquiry

	
	Use methods of geographic inquiry to acquire geographic information, draw conclusions, and make generalizations
	Makes generalizations and assesses their validity
	Evaluates the answers to geographic questions

	
	Apply generalizations to solve geographic problems and make reasoned decisions
	
	Applies geographic models, generalizations, and theories to the analysis, interpretation, and presentation of geographic information


